
Curriculum Arrangements 
St Mary‟s CE (VA) Primary School aims to provide a broad, balanced curriculum which 

meets the needs of all pupils in the school.  Through the delivery of this curriculum we 

aim to: 

 

 enable each child to acquire and develop the basic skills of language, literacy and 

numeracy; 

 

 develop lively, enquiring minds which are 

able to question and argue rationally; 

 

 develop imaginative and creative skills 

 

 develop the ability to apply knowledge and 

skills; 

 

 empower children as independent learners 

who are proud of their achievements. 

 

Under the requirements of the 1988 Education Act it is necessary for all schools to 

teach the National Curriculum to Key Stages 1 and 2.  We teach the Foundation Stage 

Curriculum to children who are in their first school year.  This gives the framework for 

all our teaching within school.  Mathematics, English, Science, ICT and RE form the 

“Core Subjects” of the National Curriculum, with Design Technology, History, 

Geography, Art and Design, Music, Personal, Social and Health Education and 

Citizenship and Physical Education making up the Foundation subjects.   

St Mary‟s School also teaches French to the juniors as its Modern Foreign Language. 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum is sectioned into three prime areas of learning: 

personal, social and emotional development; communication and language and physical 

development  These key areas 

of learning are developed 

through four specific areas 

of learning: literacy, maths, 

expressive arts and design 

and understanding of the 

world.  

 

Groupings for Teaching 

Teachers plan lessons very 

carefully and group children 

according to context of the 

lesson being taught and pupil 

ability. 

 



Speaking and listening 

We value the skills or oracy very highly and understand that adopting good models of 

speech and the ability to express ourselves clearly underpin success across the 

curriculum. 

 

Reading  

Reading fluently and with understanding is a key aspect to being a successful learner.  

Children are provided with many opportunities to read across the curriculum and 

planning ensures that children have regular opportunities to be exposed to high quality 

literature. 

The children have regular opportunities for Guided Reading Sessions.  During these 

sessions children‟s comprehension, skills and understanding of text features and 

structure are developed.  It is important that the children also have the opportunity to 

read for pleasure and explore their own interests.  Children have regular opportunities 

to choose from a wide range of appropriately levelled fiction books and choose books 

from this library.  We encourage volunteers and value the time they give to children 

including additional support and encouragement.  We encourage children to develop 

their reading skills by reading at home as much as possible. 

 

English - Aural and Oral skills 

We aim to help children to listen carefully and to express themselves clearly and 

appropriately according to the situation.  Phonics is taught using the synthetic 

approach.  From Reception right through Key Stage 1 children are taught to read using 

the government recommended “Letters and Sounds” programme.  Their learning is 

supported through the use of staged reading books, which allows them to practise their 

sounds within a story.   

 

Spelling is taught in a variety of ways. For example time is taken during English for the 

direct teaching of spelling rules and patterns.  

We encourage a „hands on‟ approach to developing spelling through investigational 

activities and games.  The children also have their own individual spellings which they 

are encouraged to learn at home.  The children are tested on these spellings on a 

regular basis. 

 

Writing 

We encourage independent writing from the earliest 

possible stages within a firm structure of basic skills.  A 

wide range of writing opportunities is provided and 

teachers demonstrate and share writing regularly during 

literacy sessions.  The children are encouraged to check 

and evaluate their work.  

 

Mathematics 

Mathematics is essential to everyday life. Through 

teaching and learning in this area we aim to ensure that 



all pupils become confident and fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics and the 

application through reasoning and problem solving.  

Our teaching programme is based on the Primary National Curriculum 2014 and sets out 

what children learn on a year-by-year basis in the areas of:  

• Number – place value; addition & subtraction; multiplication & division; fractions, 

decimals and percentages  

• Measurement  

• Geometry – properties of shape; position & direction  

• Statistics  

 

Science 

Science stimulates and excites pupils‟ curiosity about events and things in the world 

around them. It also satisfies this curiosity with knowledge. 

Because science links direct practical experience with ideas, it 

can engage learners at many levels. Scientific method is about 

developing and evaluating explanations through experimental 

evidence and modelling.  

Teaching and learning in science reflects our belief that 

children have a natural sense of awe and wonder in the world 

around them.  

 

We aim to provide the 

children with a science 

knowledge base, and 

encourage them to ask questions, make 

predictions and then to test these in order to 

discover more about the world around them. We 

hope also to foster responsible attitudes towards 

the environment and all living things. 

 

Computing 

Computing prepares pupils to participate in a digital 

world in which work and other activities are 

increasingly transformed by access to varied and 

developing technology. Pupils use ICT tools to find, 

explore, analyse, exchange and present information 

responsibly, creatively and with discrimination. They 

learn how to employ computing to enable rapid 

access to ideas, information and experiences from a 

range of sources, people, communities and cultures.  

Increased capability in the use of computing promotes initiative and independent 

learning, with pupils being able to make informed judgements about when and where to 

use computing to best effect, and to consider its implications for home and work both 

now and in the future.  



At St Mary‟s Bucknell Primary School we acknowledge that computing and e-learning 

makes a massive contribution to all aspects of school life, for pupils, staff, governors, 

parents and the wider community, in this ever changing technological world.  

We believe that all children should be given opportunities to engage in a broad 

computing curriculum that ensures they are responsible, competent, confident and 

creative users of information and communication technology. We are well equipped with 

IT infrastructure including a laptop trolley, iPads and interactive whiteboards in all 

classrooms. 

 

Geography and History 

The teaching and learning of geography and history is through planned themes which 

are incorporated into an overall curriculum framework.  

 

Through the study of geography, children are given 

opportunities to develop an awareness of their 

immediate surroundings, other places and how people 

have used their environment. Through this they will be 

introduced to the techniques necessary to undertake 

fieldwork and geographical enquiries. Children are 

encouraged to broaden their knowledge of places and 

environments throughout the world; develop an 

understanding of maps, and a range of investigative 

and problem-solving skills both inside and outside the 

classroom. As pupils study geography they encounter 

different societies and cultures. This helps them 

realise how nations rely on each other. It can inspire 

them to think about their own place in the world, their 

values and their rights and responsibilities to other 

people and the environment.  

 

Environmental work is an important aspect of the geography curriculum and is further 

enhanced by our active Eco-School Committee. The school is currently working towards 

achieving EcoSchools Green Flag award. 

 

History fires pupils‟ curiosity about the past both in Britain and the wider world. Pupils 

consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like and what 

beliefs and cultures influenced people‟s actions. As they do this, pupils develop a 

chronological 

framework for their 

knowledge of 

significant events and 

people. In history, 

pupils find evidence, 

weigh it up and reach 

their own conclusions. 



To do this they are encouraged to research, sift through evidence, and engage in active 

discussion - skills that will prepare them for adult life. 

 

Design & Technology 

Design & Technology helps to prepare pupils to participate in tomorrow‟s rapidly 

changing technologies. Children are helped to develop the skills that enable them to 

think creatively and imaginatively to design, make and evaluate products that solve real 

and relevant problems within a variety of contexts.  

 

Music, Art and Drama 

Music is essentially a practical subject. Children are encouraged to sing, compose and 

work creatively with sound. Through active listening, pupils‟ awareness, understanding 

and appreciation of a wide variety of music are developed.  

 

A range of opportunities are provided 

within and beyond the curriculum for 

children to showcase their musical skills and 

talents, including dancing and singing 

competitions and performances in Church 

and at other venues.  The school makes use 

of peripetetic teaching for curriculum 

lesson and offers private instrument tuition 

in guitar, violin and piano. 

 

As a school we appreciate and understand the importance of drama within our 

curriculum. Research reveals that drama had a positive impact on children‟s physical, 

emotional, social and cognitive development. 

Drama is developed across the whole school in a 

variety of ways including story-telling, role-play 

and across the whole school through the input 

of a specialist drama and dance workshops. 

Children have opportunity to apply and develop 

their skills 

through rehearsal 

and performance. 

 

Art, Craft and 

Design 

Art, Craft & Design is a natural form of expression and 

can be a source of great pleasure. We encourage children 

to develop their creative and imaginative talents through 

learning skills and techniques and using a variety of 

materials and tools. Pupils have opportunities to work with 

professional artists and crafts people.  

 



They learn to appreciate works of art and use artistic 

language to describe paintings, sculptures and other 

artefacts.  

 

Languages 

Learning a language enriches the curriculum. It provides excitement, enjoyment and 

challenge for children and teachers, helping to create enthusiastic learners and to 

develop positive attitudes to language learning through life.  

French is taught to Key Stage 2. The emphasis is on active learning to engage 

motivation and develop oracy (listening, speaking and spoken interaction) through the 

use of games, songs and activities.  

 

Religious Education & Collective Worship 

Religious education (RE) is not part of the National Curriculum but must be taught in 

schools by law. We are a Church of England Voluntary Aided School and hold a strong 

commitment to teaching the principles of Christianity.  

RE is provided in accordance with the Local Authority Agreed Syllabus – this is a new 

syllabus in 2014 and draws from the most recent practice and educational thinking. It 

is enquiry-based and provides opportunities for all pupils, regardless of the personal 

background and beliefs, to explore questions, experiences and concepts related to 

identity and what it means to be human, whilst at the same time developing a good 

knowledge and understanding of the principal faiths in Britain. The syllabus promotes 

an inclusive and educational approach to RE, which is of increasing importance to help 

people understand modern society and critical issues in the world, as well as promoting 

understanding and respect. It enables teachers to develop key skills, attitudes and 

dispositions in their pupils, such as critical thinking, empathy and conceptual creativity, 

which will equip them better to be able to grapple with the questions that life throws 

at us.  

A daily religious assembly for collective worship is held either as a school or in Key 

Stages. It is an important part of our school day. Open the Book volunteers lead 

worship once a week and we also celebrate children‟s achievement both in and outside 

school on a weekly basis. Parents are regularly invited to join us in assemblies. Each 

term children across the school visit our Church to take part in a celebratory service.  

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from RE lessons and collective worship 

and should talk to the Headteacher if this is their intention. 

 

PE & School Sports 

Physical Education is concerned with the promotion of positive attitudes towards 

physical activity and well-being. At St Mary‟s Bucknell Primary children are helped to 

acquire the skills needed to participate with confidence and enjoyment in a range of 

individual team activities at school and in the wider community, and to appreciate the 

place of regular exercise as a way of keeping fit.  



All children take part in a minimum of 

two hours of high quality PE and 

sporting activities each week 

provided by a professional sports 

coach who is a member of the 

school‟s teaching staff.  

A well-balanced programme of 

sporting activities is provided for the 

children that includes opportunities for expressive and creative movement through 

dance, as well as gymnastics, swimming, athletics, games and outdoor and adventurous 

pursuits.  

Learning through co-operative and competitive activities helps to promote an 

understanding of inter-personal relationships.  

Children have the opportunity to take part in sporting activities within the school, and 

with other schools, including local and county tournaments and competitions.  

Physical Education is enriched 

through a wide range of well-

attended extra-curricular clubs 

and activities. Such 

opportunities enable pupils to 

develop personal and social skills 

as well as preparing them for 

leisure activities in adult life.  

 

All pupils in Key Stage 2 have the opportunity to take part in a residential visit at an 

Activity Centre. A range of outdoor and adventurous pursuits are offered including 

climbing, buggy building, orienteering, and fencing . We value 

these opportunities for our pupils to participate in physically 

challenging land and water-based activities, believing they can 

make an important contribution to children‟s personal and 

social development.  

In July 2018 we achieved the Bronze School Games Mark for 

our commitment, engagement and delivery of competitive 

school sport in 2017/2018. 

 

Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE) & Citizenship 

Personal, Social, Health Education and Citizenship is an 

important area of the curriculum that helps children grow and 

develop as individuals and as members of families and 

communities. Through PSHE pupils will have the knowledge, 

understanding, skills and attitudes they need to lead 

confident, healthy, independent lives and to become informed, 

active and responsible citizens.  



 

Pupils are encouraged to take part in a 

wide range of activities and experiences 

across and beyond the curriculum, 

contributing fully to the life of their 

school and communities. They reflect on 

their experiences and understand how 

they are developing personally and 

socially, tackling many of the spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural issues that are 

part of growing up. They learn to 

understand and respect our common 

humanity, diversity and differences so 

that they can go on to form the effective, fulfilling relationships that are an essential 

part of life and learning.. 

The personal and social development of pupils is a central aim of our curriculum. 

Through a carefully planned programme, supported by all who work in or with the 

school, we want children to leave St Mary‟s Bucknell Primary School able to:  

Think critically  

 Express opinions confidently  

 Be self-reliant  

 Be self-motivated  

 Be self-disciplined  

 Take responsibility  

 Make choices within a moral context  

 Have clear values and attitudes  

 Be able to co-operate with others  

 Make and sustain good relationships  

 Have a healthy lifestyle  

 Be safe  

Whole school systems emphasising praise, recognition and reward exist to promote and 

celebrate positive behaviour and sustained effort and hard work. 

Perhaps, most importantly, we want pupils to leave our School with feelings of self-

confidence, self-worth and high self-esteem.  

We are committed to the health, safety and emotional well-being of all our pupils and 

staff and are proud to be recognised as a Healthy School having met national 

standards. The National Healthy Schools Programme supports the link between health, 

behaviour and achievement and is about creating healthy and happy children who do 

better in learning and life.  

 

We have a School Council recognising the importance of pupils having a voice in 

decisions that affect them. The Council is made up of elected members from each Key 

Stage. It represents the pupils and puts forward new ideas, suggestions and ways of 

solving issues.  

 



Homework 

Homework can make an important contribution to a child‟s progress at school. As well as 

reinforcing learning in the classroom, homework helps children to develop the skills and 

attitudes they will need for successful 

independent lifelong learning.  

Homework is set in-line with the school‟s 

policy, with tasks planned to appropriately 

challenge all pupils. Weekly activities focus 

on literacy and numeracy to reinforce and 

consolidate skills taught. In addition KS2 

children 

have a 

termly 

menu of 

activities linked to their current theme, from which to 

choose one project per term. This provides an 

opportunity for children to think creatively and 

produce their own form of response for example a 

model or piece of art work or an IT presentation.  

 

Outdoor Learning 

We are an Eco school and value the benefits 

of outdoor learning. Children are stimulated 

by the outdoors where they can undertake a 

range of practical activities to support and 

enhance learning across the curriculum. Our 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage One pupils 

benefit from Forest School activities and 

tending growing beds to produce fruit and 

vegetables to use in cooking activities.  

Further up the school, opportunities are built 

into the curriculum for children to continue 

learning beyond the classroom including 

undertaking fieldwork and enquiry based-work in 

the local area. 

 

 
 


