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Collective Worship Policy 
RATIONALE 

St Mary’s is a Church of England Voluntary Aided school and as such maintains and 

encourages a Christian ethos and attitude.  We have regular, daily assemblies for collective 

worship which follow a Christian theme.  The School has very good links with the Church, 

the vicar and the children make regular visits to the Church as part of their curriculum 

work or for special services. Whilst being Christian in nature, we acknowledge and respect 

other faith communities and the stance of individual families and children in our school 

community. 

 

In each individual there exists the need to be part of a community and each person has the 

right to experience a spiritual dimension to their life through reflection and quiet time. Our 

acts of collective worship endeavour to meet these essential needs. In its content and its 

conduct, the act of worship has a central place in reflecting and reinforcing the school’s 

ethos and values. 
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PURPOSE 

  

This school is working with universal human values which help to implement the children’s 

understanding of "religion" in practical ways in their lives as a community. 

 

Collective worship should contribute to the spiritual development of all pupils and the school 

community as a whole. It should offer opportunities to: 

 

 celebrate together e.g. with Christian worshipping traditions; to share festive and 

memorable occasions from various cultures and traditions and share emotions such as love, 

joy, hope, friendship, acceptance, anguish, fear, reverence, forgiveness etc; 

 

 foster a sense of fellowship by bringing pupils together to celebrate shared values 

of the school and the community; 

 

 enrich emotional responses and foster a sense of wonder and awe at the beauty, 

mystery and power of the world; 

 

 allow reflection on the fundamental questions of life, and focus attention away 

from the concerns of the moment to those things which are of eternal concern to human 

beings; 

 

 affirm the individual and foster a concern for the needs of other people; 

 

 provide a time for sharing successes and failures in personal, school and community 

life; 

 

 experience  being part of a caring community, sharing common values; 

 

 foster new insights about life and foster empathy for others; 

 

 recognise a religious response to ultimate questions and explore beliefs and 

experiences; 

 

 recognise that the actions of individuals are determined by their beliefs; 

 

 begin to appreciate the significance of sacred writings, symbols and ritual in the 

lives of believers and show respect for the faiths and beliefs of others;  

 

 enable pupils to approach the 'threshold' of worship by instilling in them a worshipful 

attitude (characterised by feelings such as awe, wonder, being uplifted, elation, deep 

appreciation, gratitude, respect, reverence and trepidation). 
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GUIDELINES 

Collective worship must: 

 

 be, over the course of a term, “wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character”  

 be shaped according to the age, aptitude and background of pupils 

 be inclusive so that all can refer to, contribute to or gain from. 

 be educational, and whilst it may relate to any part of the curriculum, relate in a 

particular way to Religious Education 

 have a sense of occasion 

 take place in an environment which is conducive to worship 

 provide a rich variety of forms of expression, e.g. art, drama, music and story and 

give pupils the opportunity to get in touch with their own spirituality as well as 

their deeper selves  

 give opportunities for participation 

 give time for silent reflection and exploration of “inner space” 

 

SPIRITUALITY 

       In developing spiritual awareness we are focused on how an individual develops their 

personal beliefs and values. Our current world places increasing importance on material 

possessions and it is important that children are aware of the spiritual side of the human 

personality. It is characterised by a search for meaning and purpose which I closely linked 

with truth, honesty and beauty. Spirituality is a natural aspect of the human personality and 

therefore relevant to all curriculum areas and not just linked to a particular belief. The 

values and attitudes being fostered and actively promoted with the children are: 

 to talk about things that matter to them 

 to talk about some of the questions of life 

 to explore and reflect upon times of quiet, a story or an experience 

 to respond to the awe and wonder of our natural world 

 to express themselves creatively through art, dram and dance 

 to discuss feelings and emotions 

 

STILLNESS AND PRAYER 

In today's pluralist society, a creative silence may well be considered to be more 

inclusive than vocalised prayer.  

This can give an opportunity for prayer, without insisting on it. Staff and pupils may 

be guided to be still and to discover their deeper self in that place which spiritual 

writers identify as the dwelling of God.  

When done well, such acts of collective worship encourage a less frenetic and more 

peaceful ethos in school. An assembly may thus be 'Christian worship' if it stimulates 

young people to reflect, to feel awe and to learn to be still in order to discover their 

deeper self. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Responsibility for the quality of Collective Worship remains with the Headteacher 

and governors. Termly planning of themes is undertaken by the Head teacher and RE 

co-ordinator. Class assemblies, undertaken by class teachers, provide opportunities 

for further discussion and reflection.   

 

OUTSIDE SPEAKERS/VISITORS 
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Leaders and faith representatives of different denominations and charity groups, 

including the Gospel Hall Association are regularly invited to lead some of our acts of 

Collective Worship.  

 

WITHDRAWAL 

Staff have the right to withdraw from collective worship, although it is hoped this 

time will be seen as an opportunity for the coming together of all those in the school 

community.  

 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from collective worship. However 

the school would like to stress that the act of worship is central to the life of the 

school and is not an occasion for evangelism. If a pupil is to be withdrawn, the school 

must be notified in writing and a record retained in the school office. 

 

The names of any pupils withdrawn from collective worship, the reasons for their 

withdrawal and the arrangements made for them should be noted and a record kept 

by the RE co-ordinator. These pupils must be supervised but do not need to be 

provided with an alternative act of worship. 

  

FOUNDATION STAGE 

The 1988 Education Act requires all pupils of statutory age to take part in a daily act 

of collective worship. For pupils in the Foundation stage it is suggested they may 

attend significant whole school occasions and other “special” assemblies, while taking 

part in a regular “sharing” time in the class setting. 

 

PHRASEOLOGY 

So that pupils and staff are not compromised or asked to profess anything that 

might be against their beliefs or faith, leaders of collective worship need to be 

aware of the phraseology they use. 
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